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MODEL MAGIC
Couture Models strutted their stuff in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. University Union
Saturday night.
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SEASON SWEEP
Both the men’s and women’s swim 
teams won against Valparaiso in their 
final home meets of the season
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Junior sociology major Yesenia Muruato sits on a stool surrounded by her roommates and friends. Muruato said she has the best roommates 
because they make her happy, especially when life becomes overwhelming. 
Student Spotlight: Muruato wants to be
voice for other DREAMers, immigrants
BOT to vote
on increase
in GIA fee,
housing rates
Staff Report | @DEN_News
A proposed increase to the grant-in-aid 
fee will be voted on at the next Board of 
Trustees meeting.
Currently, the grant in aid fee is $15.76. 
According to the board report, there is a 
proposed increase of $.24, making the fee 
$16 for summer 2018, fall 2018 and spring 
2019.
Housing rates for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year are also being looked at during 
the meeting.
These changes would be put in place in 
the fall semester 2018.
For those choosing a seven meal plan, 
there is a proposed increase of $64, mak-
ing it $4,381. For a 10 meal plan option, 
the proposed increase is $67, for a total of 
$4,577. The 12 meal plan option would 
increase by $70 for a proposed price of 
$4,750. A 15 meal plan option would in-
crease by $73 if approved, for a proposed 
change to $5,215. 
An unlimited meal plan option, which 
would include 55 dining center meals per 
week, plus $150 dining dollars per semester 
for students, will be up for approval at the 
meeting. If approved, it would be $5,215.
Rates are set per semester based on dou-
ble occupancy of rooms.
Also set to be voted on is a new master’s 
program in athletic training. 
In the board report, it states that because 
of the “evolution of the profession,” the ed-
ucation, training and preparation of future 
athletic training professionals also contin-
ues to change. 
The Commission on the Accreditation of 
Athletic Training Education, or CAATE, re-
cently set forth new educational standards, 
including the transition from an entry-lev-
el bachelor’s degree to a professional mas-
ter’s degree. 
By the fall of 2022, all CAATE accredit-
ed programs must be transitioned to a mas-
ter’s degree, according to the board report. 
The last class of students able to take the 
Board of Certification examination at East-
ern will begin in fall 2018, as they graduate 
in Spring 2022. 
There are currently about 20 profession-
al graduate accredited programs in the U.S.
“The master’s degree in athletic training 
will prepare students for a variety of em-
ployment settings within the profession, 
including intercollegiate and secondary 
school athletics, outpatient orthopedic clin-
ics, physician extenders, military, civil ser-
vice, fine arts and health care supply sales,” 
states the board report. 
“The degree would draw students who 
have completed bachelor’s degrees and de-
cided to change career paths to EIU for ad-
vanced education.”
If approved, the two-and-a-half year pro-
gram would enroll up to 40 students upon 
full implementation. 
The proposal has already been approved 
by the Council on Graduate Studies.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
A yellow sign with the black outline of a fam-
ily holding hands and running is just one of the 
sights junior sociology major Yesenia Muruato 
can clearly remember from her journey across the 
Mexican-American border. 
The youngest of five, Muruato, her father and 
two out of her four older siblings left their home 
in Zacatecas, Mexico when she was only six years 
old in search of a better life for the entire family.
Muruato said after her maternal grandfather 
was killed by an old business partner, life became 
hostile for her entire family, especially her moth-
er, who began to suffer from severe depression. 
“My dad realized my mom wasn’t getting bet-
ter and he was the one that decided we were mi-
grating…I guess it was painful for my dad be-
cause he was just trying to do the best thing for 
his family,” she said. 
Although both her parents and two older sib-
lings had their passports and visas, Muruato and 
two of her other siblings were denied. 
“My dad wasn’t giving up,” she said. “Then my 
older brother (who was 17 at the time) brought 
up the idea of crossing the border to my dad. My 
dad, at first, (said) no.” 
Muruato said her dad refused to cross the bor-
der illegally, especially with his younger children, 
because so many people died doing so. 
She said he wanted to do it the “right way,” 
but felt that time was running out, especially for 
her mother’s wellbeing. Finally, despite Muruato’s 
father already having a passport and visa for him-
self, he went with his younger children to cross 
the border.
 “I remember being picked up by these guys, 
but they were really young, like teenagers,” she 
said, referring to the “Coyotes” that picked up 
her and her family. Coyotes, according to Lati-
no USA, are the people who smuggle families and 
individuals across the Mexican-American border. 
Muruato said her family was the only small 
family out of a group that consisted of sever-
al teenagers and an elderly woman, who held 
Muruato’s hand throughout the journey. 
The elderly woman was making the journey to 
the United States to see her grandchildren, and 
said being with Muruato reminded her of her 
own “nieta,” or granddaughter. 
The group had to cross a small river before 
finally making it across the border. One of the 
young men placed Muruato on top of his shoul-
ders while he held the elderly women’s hand as 
they made their way across.
“She made it through the river crossing, but 
then we had to walk for what seemed like an 
eternity,” Muruato said. “She passed out, and I 
thought that she was just taking a nap and I sat 
down with her and I yelled for my dad and every-
one came running and…I guess this is one of the 
things that doesn’t let me sleep at night, because I 
realized she had passed away.”
What angers Muruato is that if the woman 
“only had some water, she would have made it.” 
However, after the death and her older broth-
er losing a shoe and having to walk across a desert 
with only his sock, Muruato’s family finally made 
it and reunited with her mother. 
Her mother drove across the border since she 
had a visa and passport and could not make the 
journey with her family because of her asthma. 
“What gets me sad is we don’t realize how 
many people are dying to get across and people 
are viewed as criminals…but all that lady want-
ed to do was come and meet her grandchildren,” 
Muruato said. “People who want to come here 
are not just coming here to be a bad person. We 
come here with our hopes, with our dreams and 
we work hard.” 
Though there were joyous moments and mem-
ories that make up much of Muruato’s life, like 
seeing snow for the first time in Chicago, she said 
the struggles persisted. 
“When we barely came here to the U.S. the 
one thing my parents would tell my sisters and 
my brothers was ‘Don’t tell anyone you’re undoc-
umented, because if you tell someone, the next 
thing you know is we might not be here,’ and 
that was always a scary thing for me,” she said. 
Aside from constantly living in fear, Murua-
to said at one point in her life she thought she 
would not be able to accomplish her dream of 
going to college. However, after 2012, when the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program 
was created under the Obama administration to 
protect children who were brought to America il-
legally, Muruato said her sister took her down-
town to apply. 
"It’s sad because we all kind of want to be something 
in life. My whole thing was helping my community-
it’s so hard for me not to care."
Yesenia Muruato, junior sociology major, 
on the potential end to DACA
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U of I plans to 
focus on facilities 
Lawyers: Firing 
squad must 
be option for 
condemned killer
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. (AP) — Al-
though the University of Illinois has 
invested more than $1.2 billion in 
classrooms, residence halls and ath-
letic venues since 2013, the school 
will put a renewed focus on facilities 
across its three campuses.
University officials say it’s time for 
a renewed focus on facilities. They say 
they hope to use the university’s bor-
rowing power to fund key projects — 
including the Discovery Partners In-
stitute in Chicago
With no state budget for the past 
decade, the university had to pay for 
more than half of its building projects 
through operating funds. The state 
covered about 7 percent.
The News-Gazette in Champaign 
reports university trustee Donald Ed-
wards says that lack of state funding, 
coupled with an estimated $2 bil-
lion maintenance backlog, demands 
a long-term approach to addressing 
concerns about the school’s facilities.
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — A 
proposed bill would give more than 
90,000 students across 100 districts in 
rural Illinois access to high-speed in-
ternet.
Sen. Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill, 
Sen. Sam McCann, R-Plainview, and 
Sen. Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant, D-
Shorewood are sponsoring the legisla-
tion, the State Journal-Register report-
ed.
Manar says the measure would be 
a one-time expense that would bridge 
the digital divide that puts many rural 
schools at a disadvantage. Schools that 
lack access to high speed internet can’t 
stream educational videos, use online 
testing or offer remote learning.
“We expect schools and teachers 
to solve all of society’s ills; we debate 
that all the time in the legislature. Yet 
we fail to equip them with the tools 
necessary to get the job done,” Manar 
said. “With the evidence-based mod-
el now in place, this is the next logi-
cal step for us to take to bridge ineq-
uity in our public schools in the state 
of Illinois.”
Building the fiber optic infrastruc-
ture is estimated to cost $75,000 to 
$420,000 per school. Funds from the 
state’s School Infrastructure Fund, 
which has more than $36 million, 
would be used for the improvements.
The legislation would also set 
aside more than $16 million in state 
funds from the upcoming budget. It 
could gain as much as $50 million in 
matching funds from the federal gov-
ernment.
The legislation has the potential to 
also lay the groundwork for general 
broadband expansion in rural com-
munities, Manar said.
A 2016 Federal Communications 
Commission report says 40 percent of 
American in rural areas don’t have ac-
cess to broadband internet, compared 
to just 4 percent lacking access in ur-
ban areas.
Bill would give 
rural Illinois 
schools high-
speed internet 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — At-
torneys for a condemned killer whose 
execution was stopped last year af-
ter 25 minutes of unsuccessful needle 
sticks are once again recommending 
the firing squad as an alternative.
The execution could also proceed if 
the state adopts a closely regulated le-
thal injection process that includes a 
headpiece to monitor the brain activ-
ity of death row inmate Alva Camp-
bell and medicine to revive him if the 
lethal drugs don’t work, attorneys said 
in a court filing earlier this month.
Without these measures, Camp-
bell’s execution would involve “a sure 
or very likely risk of serious harm in 
the form of severe, needless physical 
pain and suffering,” Campbell’s fed-
eral public defenders said in the Jan. 
4 filing.
Campbell, 59, was sentenced to 
die for fatally shooting an 18-year-old 
man in a 1997 carjacking.
The state unsuccessfully tried to 
execute Campbell on Nov. 15 in the 
state death chamber at the Southern 
Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucas-
ville.
After the Ohio prisons director 
stopped the execution, Republican 
Gov. John Kasich issued a reprieve 
and rescheduled the execution for 
June 2019.
Senate moderates 
to pitch leaders 
on plan to end 
shutdown
WASHINGTON (AP) — Res-
tive Senate moderates in both par-
ties expressed hopes of finding a way 
to end the government shutdown as 
they raced toward a late-night show-
down vote and their last chance to re-
open the government before hundreds 
of thousands of federal workers were 
forced to stay home from work with-
out pay Monday.
Lawmakers on Capitol Hill said 
they were pursuing a deal to end the 
rare closure, prompted Friday by a 
messy tussle over immigration and 
spending. In exchange for Demo-
cratic votes on a three-week spending 
measure, GOP leadership in the Sen-
ate would agree to address immigra-
tion policy and other pressing legisla-
tive matters in the coming weeks.
Nothing has been agreed to, the 
lawmakers said Sunday, and there 
were no indications that leaders of ei-
ther party or the White House was on 
board.
The White House and GOP lead-
ership said they would not negotiate 
with Democrats on immigration until 
the government is reopened. A stop-
gap spending measure was slated for 
a vote on Monday after midnight, but 
Democrats have so far refused to go 
along with the temporary fix.
The contours of the new propos-
al were still taking shape Sunday eve-
ning. Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., said 
the deal did not secure an immediate 
vote on immigration tied to reopen-
ing the government, but lawmakers 
were seeking “an agreement that we 
would proceed to immigration.”
Republ icans  and Democrats 
showed no signs of ending their 
standoff over immigration and spend-
ing Saturday as Americans awoke to 
the first day of a federal government 
shutdown. (Jan. 20)
It was not immediately clear 
whether it was well-received, though 
the Senate’s No. 2 Republican did 
not appear hopeful. Asked whether 
he thought the government would be 
closed Monday, Sen. John Cornyn of 
Texas said, “Right now, yes, I do.”
Graham urged Democrats to take 
the deal. “To my Democratic friends, 
don’t overplay your hand,” he told re-
porters. “A government shutdown is 
not a good way to get an outcome 
legislatively.”
As lawmakers feuded, signs of shut-
down were evident at national parks 
and in some federal agencies. Phila-
delphia’s Liberty Bell was closed, but 
visitors had access to other sites such 
as Yellowstone. The Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island would reopen for vis-
itors Monday, with the state of New 
York picking up the tab for federal 
workers for the duration of the gov-
ernment shutdown.
Social Security and most other 
safety-net programs were unaffected 
by the lapse in federal spending au-
thority. Critical government func-
tions continued, with uniformed ser-
vice members, health inspectors and 
law enforcement officers set to work 
without pay.
Lawmakers were mindful that the 
political stakes would soar Monday 
morning, when thousands of federal 
workers would be told to stay home 
or, in some cases, work without pay. 
What was still a weekend burst of 
Washington dysfunction could spi-
ral into a broader crisis with political 
consequences in November’s midterm 
elections.
Weekend of 
women’s marches  
continues
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Thousands 
of people poured into a football sta-
dium in Las Vegas on Sunday, the an-
niversary of women’s marches around 
the world, to cap off a weekend of 
global demonstrations that promised 
to continue building momentum for 
equality, justice and an end to sexual 
harassment.
“This is a birthday party for a 
movement that has only begun to flex 
its power to change this democracy,” 
Anna Galland, the executive director 
of the progressive group moveon.org, 
told the boisterous crowd.
Following marches that drew 
huge crowds across the U.S. on Sat-
urday, one year after President Don-
ald Trump’s inauguration, protesters 
gathered Sunday on multiple conti-
nents, including in London, Paris, 
Sydney, Madrid and Buenos Aires.
The events culminated with the 
Las Vegas rally, which launched an ef-
fort to register 1 million voters and 
target swing states such as Nevada in 
the U.S. midterm elections later this 
year.
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Volunteer	at	SACIS	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
SACIS	is	a	not-for-profit	organization	dedicated	to	helping	survivors	of	sexual	
violence	and	their	significant	others	reclaim	their	lives.		SACIS	is	committed	to	
changing	attitudes	that	foster	violence	against	others.	
	
SACIS	offers	a	FREE	40-hour	training	once	per	year!	
	
This	training	is	a	great	experience	for	those	who	wish	to	support	both	children	and	adults	in	
our	community	who	have	been	impacted	by	sexual	violence.	SACIS	volunteers	can	choose	to	
assist	with	elementary	school	puppet	shows	or	high	school	healthy	dating	programs,	take	crisis	
calls	or	assist	with	fundraising	and	awareness	events!		
This	training	is	great	to	have	on	a	resume	and	provides	you	with		
a	variety	of	experiences	for	future	careers.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
DO	YOU	WANT	TO	MAKE	A	DIFFERENCE?	
Training	Dates	
Friday,	January	26th:		5:30pm-	8:00pm		
Saturday,	January	27th:		8am-Noon	(Lunch)	1:00pm-	5:00pm		
		
Friday,	February	2nd:		5:30pm-	8:00pm	
Saturday,	February	3rd:		8am-Noon	(Lunch)	1:00pm-	5:00pm	
		
Friday,	February	9th:		5:30pm-	8:00pm	
Saturday,	February	10th:		8am-Noon	(Lunch)	1:00pm-	5:00pm	
*All	trainings	take	place	in	MLK	Student	Union	on	EIU’s	campus	
If	you	are	interested	in	the	
SACIS	volunteer	training,	
please	contact	Stephanie	at	
(217)	348-5033!		
Seats	are	limited	so	be	sure	to	
reserve	your	spot	today!!	
WE'RE HIRING!
WE ARE 
HIRING 
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Couture model Asante Willis, a junior computer information technology major, walks down the runway during the 
Couture Models’ fashion show Saturday night.
Couture Models excite audience at ‘Freak Show’
By Cassie Buchman
Editor-in-Chief | @cjbuchman
Couture Models delighted and 
frightened audience members as they 
turned the Grand Ballroom into a 
“Freak Show” for their latest perfor-
mance Saturday night in the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. University Union.
The show was even hosted by a stu-
dent dressed up to look like a ring-
master, complete with a black top hat.
Before one skit, models made up 
to look like zombies, with ripped, 
“bloodied” clothing, crawled their 
way up to the stage.
In another, a couple was shown 
watching the infamous film from the 
movie, “The Ring.”
“The Freak Show” even veered into 
political territory for one skit, with 
one model impersonating former 
President Barack Obama and anoth-
er impersonating current President 
Donald Trump, to loud laughter from 
audience members.
Following this, a screen on stage 
announced the commencement of 
“The Purge,” as models in masks like 
the ones from the movie strutted 
down the runway.
Jalen Washington, president of 
Couture Models and a senior busi-
ness management major, said orga-
nizers  chose the “Freak Show” theme 
because it is something “very random, 
very out there, very bold, but also 
very entertaining.”
“We try to do very theatrical 
things,” Washington said. “We’re not 
just going down the runway, but we’re 
telling a story in a way, or just enter-
taining people in any way possible. 
We really throw ourselves out there.”
The models started off practicing 
two days a week, then three when it 
started getting closer to show time. 
Two weeks before the show, they 
practiced every single day.
Though it is a lot of work, Wash-
ington said the models get excited be-
fore an upcoming performance.
“They invite their families out to 
come visit, see our shows,” he said. 
“This is very exciting for them. I’m 
very proud as well.”
Couture Model Jaidan McCarley, a 
freshman communication studies ma-
jor, experienced her first time on stage 
at the show.
“It made me really nervous at first, 
but it was really exciting once I finally 
did it,” she said. “Once I got on stage, 
everything kind of went away.”
Though McCarley was unsure 
about the “Freak Show” theme at 
first, she said it came together “really 
nicely” in the end.
“It was kind of like you had to use 
your imagination; you had to think 
outside of the box to really under-
stand the whole theme of the show,” 
she said.
This was Couture Model Asante 
Willis’ first time on the runway as 
well.
Willis was also nervous at first,as 
he did not know anyone in Cou-
ture Models when he came in as a ju-
nior transfer student. But that quick-
ly went away when he joined and met 
“all these different kinds of people” 
like himself, Willis said.
To Willis, this is what the theme of 
“Freak Show” encapsulates.
“Everybody is weird in their own 
little ways,” he said. “It’s just fun to be 
yourself and not be judged.”
Couture Models will have audi-
tions in February for their next show 
in the spring.
Auditions are open to everyone, 
even those with no prior modeling 
experience.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu
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The freeze is finally over
The older I get, the less I feel inclined to achieve 
the degree of the “perfection” my peers, society and 
the world deems mandatory. The less I feel inclined, 
the more I cringe thinking about how much I used 
to care about what people thought of me. 
Having insecurities is a part of being human. 
They can feel as though they run as deep as the 
threads of DNA that are embedded through every 
inch of our bodies, or they can feel like they bare-
ly touch the surface of our minds. Either way, these 
insecurities leave some sort of footprint that makes 
an impression on us. 
For me, my biggest insecurity used to be my 
voice. If you have ever heard me talk, it is no secret: 
my voice falls under the lowest female alto catego-
ry and has a habit of carrying over any and all noise, 
no matter the volume of the commotion going on 
around me. 
When I was younger, my voice was something 
I loved. I took pride in being the loudest child on 
the playground. I felt content every time one of my 
teachers told me they could hear me laughing or 
chatting from the other end of the hall. I felt like my 
voice was one-of- a-kind, and therefore, I was too.
The insecurity in my voice manifested when I 
entered high school.
Freshman year, third period, gym class. The 
September heat made my gray cotton gym shirt 
even more uncomfortable and frumpy than it was 
already. The freshman and sophomore gym class-
es combined to play a 16-inch softball game. To our 
gym teachers, this was the perfect Friday treat to end 
the week on a good note. To me, this was a battle 
that I knew myself and all of the rest of my young, 
terrified and unathletic team would lose. 
Just as I had predicted, the freshmen were los-
ing and the sun was not giving us a break either. 
The 44- minute class period was starting to feel like 
44 years, and I thought I would never get out of the 
outfield alive. 
I shared the outfield with a 14-year-old boy who 
was the poster child for “I take high school gym 
class way too seriously.” With every home run the 
sophomores hit and every play the freshmen messed 
up, the kid would respond with a colorful array of 
words. At this point in the game, his face was so red 
from heat exhaustion and anger I thought his head 
was about to explode. 
The sophomores scored another run and that 
was the last straw for the kid. His reactions had 
become more and more ridiculous and to save 
whatever shred of dignity the freshman team had 
left, I told him to calm down and we would have 
another chance to play sometime during the semes-
ter. 
The last thing you should ever tell anyone who 
needs to calm down is to calm down. That is one of 
the most basic rules of thumb. However, I did not 
expect my mistake to encourage him to respond 
with, “Are you serious? The girl with the deeper 
voice is telling me to calm down? Are you a trans-
gender? You sound like a man.”
My gym teacher, who was witnessing his melt-
downs escalate, had finally made his way over to the 
outfield. He heard what the kid said to me as clearly 
as he could see my face flush and eyes water.
After that day, I viewed my voice as a flaw. It was 
something I was no longer proud to have—it was 
something I wanted to change.
It was not until I started college that I regained 
confidence every time I spoke. My broadcast teach-
er told me that my deep voice was smooth and great 
for radio. My peers have told me that I sound like 
Donna Pinciotti from “That ‘70s Show,”one of my 
favorite female television characters. My friend’s 
mom tells me I should audition to do voice-overs 
for commercials and audio tapes every time she sees 
me. 
When I think about that day, I am not mad at 
the 14-year-old boy from gym class. Immaturity 
and frustration led him to making that comment. I 
have faith he has changed, matured and become less 
intense about gym class in the six years since then. 
I am mad at myself for wasting so many years 
letting the words of someone change how I felt 
about something that I used to love about myself 
so much. 
Most of the time, the things we are insecure 
about are the things that make us the most unique. 
These things are impossible for us to change and 
impossible for others to replicate. 
Whatever it is that makes you different—your 
voice, your hair, your skin, your style—love it. It is 
what makes you an individual. 
Carole Hodorowicz is a junior journalism major. She can be 
reached at 581-2812 or cdhodorowicz@eiu.edu.
Carole Hodorowicz
I am usually not superstitious, but I probably got 
the flu this year because I failed to knock on wood 
when telling one of my friends “I never get sick.” 
About a week ago, I woke up drenched in sweat 
with a fever, and all I could think was “uh-oh” or 
something a little more explicit, because the semes-
ter just started and I had just started training for the 
CrossFit Open. 
Like other students who got hit with the flu, I 
was worried about my goals being sacrificed during 
my recovery process. 
When I got sick all I did was sleep, crave Doritos 
and get looked at like a walking plague by my fami-
ly members. My sister was the worst culprit of these 
stares, covering her face with her hoodie while fol-
lowing me with a can of Lysol to spray everything I 
touched. 
Mentally, all I wanted to do was revert back to 
my 4:30 a.m. training schedule and throw some 
weights around, but physically, I was aching  when 
dressing myself , even after sleeping for 12 hours. 
The difference between those who fail and those 
who succeed are the people that know that slip-ups 
do not validate giving up on a goal. 
It would almost be too easy for me to use my 
sickness as an excuse not to follow through with 
my academic goals or quit focusing on my CrossFit 
competition because I was not active for three days. 
While recovering, I realized New Year’s resolu-
tions being placed during the prime time of flu sea-
son is a joke. Conveniently, the flu can make it 
harder on those who just created good habits to get 
back on track once recovered. 
With January being almost over, people who 
recently set goals are already becoming burnt out 
and giving up. In my opinion, choosing to get back 
on track with goals is almost harder than the ini-
tial start of working toward them. It happens about 
this time every year where the gyms become packed, 
then slowly dwindle down to being so empty you 
can hear every last awkward grunt from someone 
lifting weights. 
Regardless of the goal, I think it is important 
for students to not get discouraged if they slip up, 
but simply get back on track with a stronger, more 
determined mindset than before. 
Liz Stephens is a junior journalism major. She can be reached 
at 581-2812 or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
Liz Stephens
The staff at The Daily Eastern News recogniz-
es that there are many students on campus who 
deserve to be in the spotlight.
As part of a way to showcase outstanding 
student achievement among the student body, 
the News began writing about several students 
who have accomplished extraordinary feats, 
and continue to do so on a daily basis.  
Thus, in an article from Monday’s issue of 
The Daily Eastern News, we featured junior 
sociology major Yesenia Muruato, who talked 
about her immigration journey in the newest 
edition of Student Spotlight.
Though we recognize that there may be 
readers in our audience who may disagree with 
Muruato and her status as a DREAMer under 
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als program, we would like to take the time to 
show the hard work Muruato has put forth to 
pay for her education, and better herself, all the 
while building peace between those who sup-
port DREAMers and those who do not. 
We at The Daily Eastern News support the 
hard work, perseverance, courage and dedi-
cation any student on this campus displays, 
regardless of what they look like or what their 
immigration status is.
Many immigrants who come to the Unit-
ed States illegally are just trying to better their 
lives, like Muruato and her family.
Their journey to the United States was far 
from easy, but despite the challenges they went 
through, they were still willing to risk every-
thing they had for even the chance to become 
citizens. Regardless of where you stand on the 
immigration debate, that is something to be 
admired. 
Hopefully, by reading her story, people real-
ize that immigrants are people, and when they 
talk about DACA, they are talking about an 
issue that affects real people. While the conse-
quences of taking something like DACA away 
might not seem like a big deal to you, they 
make a huge difference to people like Muruato 
and her family.
We stand by Muruato and her courage to 
speak up about her status as an undocumented 
student, her fears and her willingness to contin-
ue her education despite the struggles she fac-
es and the negativity she encounters on a dai-
ly basis. 
Furthermore, we encourage our peers and 
other members of the Eastern and Charles-
ton community to understand Muruato’s hard-
ships and to view her life through a window 
of compassion.  We are not saying you have 
to change your worldview and everything you 
think about immigration. All we ask is that you 
keep an open mind for the people who are your 
neighbors, friends and classmates, and remem-
ber that they have feelings too.
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Dog days
JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Charleston resident Levi Slaughter walks with his dog Huey Sun-
day afternoon outside of Lumpkin Hall. “My girlfriend is at work 
right now. She wanted me to take him for a long walk, so I was like, 
I will take him on campus; I haven’t been there for a while,” he said.
In a Jan.19 article The Daily East-
ern News, “Iron Panther information 
meeting set for Tuesday,” it should 
have said the Iron Panther Classic 
competition 7 p.m. Saturday, March 
3, in McAfee Gym. The News regrets 
the error.
After a long application process, finally 
being accepted under DACA, winning a 
scholarship and fighting the stigma of go-
ing to community college, Muruato took 
her scholarship and her newfound pro-
tection and graduated with an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice from Harold 
Washington Community College. 
With a degree under her belt and being 
the only member of her family to gradu-
ate high school and go to college, Murua-
to applied and got accepted to Eastern in 
the fall of 2017.
Part of the reason she came to Eastern 
is because she wanted to change the per-
ception of DACA and DREAMers on 
campus. 
Since Muruato is undocumented, de-
spite having temporary protection un-
der DACA, she is not eligible for finan-
cial aid, though she still has to work for a 
living and pay taxes. 
Muruato said the competition for 
scholarships that she can apply to is very 
high, so paying for last semester’s tuition 
seemed impossible.  
Yet, despite the odds, Muruato was 
able to get a $2,000 scholarship from her 
old high school, continued to work,  and 
started a GoFundMe page to help pay for 
the rest of her almost $6,000 tuition. 
When it was announced that President 
Donald Trump was attempting to end 
DACA, with those currently in the pro-
gram’s legal status and other DACA-relat-
ed permits expiring in March, Muruato 
would cry to her roommates, telling them 
“DACA is not just a little simple thing 
that you can get back at any time.”
“It’s my whole world… and I felt like 
my whole life was falling apart,” she said.
Muruato said the only reason she is 
able to work, afford school and feel com-
fortable saying she is undocumented is 
because of the protection her permit and 
status as a DREAMer gave her. 
But now, she is forced to live with the 
same fear she spent a lifetime avoiding: 
deportation. 
“It doesn’t matter if you’re a student or 
a six-year-old; you you’re going to be de-
ported,” she said.
 “It’s sad because we all kind of want to 
be something in life. My whole thing was 
helping my community and it’s so hard 
for me not to care.” 
Because of these circumstances, Muru-
ato wants to be the voice for other DACA 
students on campus, finish what she start-
ed and be an inspiration to her young 
nieces and nephews, who strive to be just 
like her. 
“It’s a hard journey, but if I’m given the 
opportunity to finish my journey here at 
Eastern, I know I’m going to be forever 
thankful because…we don’t have to end 
our education just because we’re minori-
ties,” she said. “I feel like if we just keep 
» DACA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
on trying, even though there are going to 
be times where I just go home and cry, it’s 
worth it.” 
Muruato said she wants to continue 
the DACA discussion on campus because 
every time people talk about the program, 
even if it is in a bad way, she is happy it is 
being addressed.
Regardless of all the negative com-
ments and dirty looks she continues to re-
ceive, Muruato said she will continue to 
look for ways to pay off her semester and 
help others.
With the help of her five roommates, 
who she said always make her happy, she 
is not ready to give up.
“I’m not done here, and I’m not going 
to be done until I have the diploma in my 
hand,” Muruato said. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
ACROSS
 1 Soothes
 6 Aquarium buildup
11 Edmonton’s 
province: Abbr.
14 TV replay 
technique
15 Hold power, as a 
monarch
16 Neither’s partner
17 “Water Lilies” 
painter
19 Lab eggs
20 Rock concert 
blaster
21 Nerve cell part
22 Dust Bowl 
migrants
24 Beach toy with a 
handle
26 June, in the 
L.G.B.T.Q. 
movement
29 Pacific source of 
odd weather
31 Like the paths of 
satellites
32 Impressionist 
Edgar
33 Muslim pilgrim
35 Snoop (on)
36 Profited
40 Place for salt on 
a margarita glass
43 Yale students
44 Opposite of 
losses
48 Simultaneously
51 Negative about
52 Computer 
programmer, 
disparagingly
55 Brussels-based 
defense grp.
56 Revered one in a 
tribe
57 Indian bread
59 “Fancy that!”
60 Public health org.
61 Personal 
struggles … or, 
literally, features 
of 17-, 26-, 36- 
and 52-Across
65 Sailors’ yeses
66 Deliberately 
hurtful
67 French thanks
68“Fuhgeddaboutit!”
69 At one’s 
fingertips
70 Poet Nash
DOWN
 1 Flew the coop
 2 Like 
Chippendales 
revues
 3 Marking, as 
windows on 
Halloween
 4 Large egg 
producer
 5 Cream ___ 
(beverage)
 6 Knight’s wear
 7 Téa of “Madam 
Secretary”
 8 Tom Collins 
ingredient
 9 Important 
datum for Social 
Security eligibility
10 Place in a crypt
11 Ceremonially 
names
12 Light, friendly 
punch
13 With audacity
18 Fair with booths
23 Fish in an 
ornamental 
pond
25 Neeson of 
“Taken”
27 Martial arts 
centers
28 “___ go bragh!”
30 Covert govt. 
org.
33 Mythical beauty 
whose face 
“launched a 
thousand ships”
34 French friend
37 Floor model
38 Source of 
arrogance
39 Jaw-dropping 
opening?
40 Nascar devotee
41 “Shoulda listened 
to me …”
42 Frantic rush
45 “Briefly …”
46 Never ever
47 Strands, as at a 
ski lodge
49 Wearable 
souvenir, 
informally
50 Powerball 
winner’s cry
51 Twosome
53 Attacked from 
below the hip
54 At the crack of 
dawn, say
58 Jules Verne 
captain
62 Gun lovers’ org.
63 Taker of religious 
vows
64 Ryan of 
“Sleepless in 
Seattle”
PUZZLE BY BRUCE HAIGHT
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ACROSS
 1 Extra-special 
delivery?
 9 Rocker whose 
best-selling 
album was the 
punnily titled 
“Sh ik Yerbouti”
14 Hit reality show 
starting in 2011
15 Formed ranks
16 “If I’m being 
honest,” in 
modern slang
17 Position
18 Sing r/
songwriter on 
Canada’s Walk 
of Fame
19 Feed for news 
h dquarters
21 W.W. I horror
23 Bazaar parts
26 Least bit, in a 
phrase
27 “Sounds like a 
plan!”
30 “The ___ and 
the Fox” (Aesop 
fable)
31 Someth ng a 
mantis has 
only one of, 
surprisingly
34 “Ah, makes 
sense”
36 One of two 
Harrison 
compositions 
on the Beatles’ 
“Let It Be”
38 Not natural
39 Drum ing 
sound
40 Goal for 
aspiring 
comedians, for 
short
41 When the P.G.A. 
Championship 
is held 
annually: Abbr.
42 Hard-to-solve 
problem
43 “Skedaddle!”
45 Uncommon 
blood 
classification
47 Informal 
question to 
someone who’s 
late
51 Spanish football 
powerhouse
53 Magic charm
57 Group of PC 
gurus
58 Onetime RCA 
rival
60 “In actuality …”
61 Absolutely 
clobbered
62 One of the 
Kennedys
63 Redeemed
DOWN
 1 De ___ manera 
(elsewis : Sp.)
 2 TV host Julie
 3 Material 
for outdoor 
fu niture
 4 Tanning salon 
fixture
 5 Bad thing to go 
to
 6 Th y’re beyond 
belief
 7 Brilliance
 8 William Shatner 
sci-fi novel
 9 Astronaut’s 
experience
10 One way to 
Rome
11 Courteous 
host’s request
12 Notification 
sound
13 Penny, maybe
15 Enticing pics of 
things to eat
20 Some West 
Afric n money
22 Start of a 
fitness motto
23 Duck
24 Rambo, for one
25 Up-and-comer
28 Do some course 
prep?
29 Papyrus, e.g.
32 Goes from 
Tokyo to Kyoto, 
say
33 Fixed, as a bow
35 TV M.D.
37 Certain igh 
school whiz kid
44 Locale for 
touchdowns
46 Taqueria 
offering
48 Modern torrent
49 Wild West show 
prop
50 Nips
51 Replete
52 French 
government
54 He wrote “The 
sharp thorn 
often produces 
delicate roses”
55 Bon ___
56 Creatures 
captured in 
Hercules’ 10th 
labor
59 Informal 
turndown
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Fog Friends
JORDAN BOYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern students walk in the fog Sunday afternoon outside of Coleman Hall. They said they were walking to the Martin Luther King, Jr. University Union. 
Looking for three or more girls for a home away 
from home. Updated and affordable. Contact: 
Kevin 217-208-9724
_____________________ ends 1/23
GAME CLUB: game nights Fridays 6 to midnight 
at Charleston County Market mezzanine. 
Wednesdays 6 to 10 at Jackson Avenue Coffee. 
www.facebook.com/groups/charlestongame-
club
_____________________ ends 1/26
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NEW!!! HIGHER PAY!!!
Part-time Jobs Available in Residential Services, 
Working with Adults with Developmental Disabilities.
Need HELP Paying Tuition....Living Expenses?
CCAR Industries’ pays $11.50 per hour to start
and $12.00 per hour after training.
Apply at 1530 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920 
or online at www.ccarindustries.org
Celebrating 48 years of service!
www.dailyeasternnews.com GO
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
For the second game in a row, Eastern head 
coach Matt Bollant was blunt when talking about 
the state of his team. 
The Panthers trailed Southeast Missouri by just 
five points heading into the fourth quarter Satur-
day in Lantz Arena, but also for the second game 
in a row, the Panthers collapsed late and the game 
was quickly out of reach for Eastern and they end-
ed up losing 77-54.
Eastern’s fourth quarter debacle, in which it was 
outscored 24-6, left Bollant once again disappoint-
ed in his young team’s inability to play a consistent 
four quarters. He even went as far to say the Pan-
thers’ post-game “sucked.”
“(There were) two games in a row where I was 
really frustrated with the way we played in the 
fourth quarter,” Bollant said. “And as a staff, we 
have to figure out how to be better because we 
keep doing the same thing over and over, and as 
a staff that’s on us. We have got to find a way to 
change.”
When Southeast Missouri began to pull away in 
the fourth quarter, the Panthers looked to anyone 
to step up and bring Eastern back into the game. 
But that did not happen, and the Redhawks hand-
ed the Panthers their sixth conference loss in sev-
en games. 
“Competitors step up when the other team 
goes on a run and we’re not doing that, and I don’t 
think we have enough competitors,” Bollant said. 
“And it’s on us. As a coaching staff, we have got to 
somehow bring that out of them, demand more. 
Because we have had three fourth quarters now in 
a row where we have been horrendous and it's kill-
ing me.”
Sophomore Danielle Berry said it has been a 
trend that when teams start to run on Eastern, 
it does not recover and change the course of the 
game. 
“We let teams beat us up and we get down and 
we don’t have the courage to bounce back,” Ber-
ry said. 
In what was more or less a re-run of Eastern’s 
72-44 loss to Tennessee-Martin Jan. 18, Bollant 
was left wanting more from his team’s juniors, who 
he feels are underproducing on the court. 
Junior Jalisha Smith played nicely for a stretch 
with the Panthers showing off a reverse layup and 
finishing with nine points, but shot just 3-of-8 
in 15 minutes. Junior Carmen Tellez shot 2-of-8 
and finished with six points and junior Halle Stull 
played just four minutes for Eastern.
“We constantly play against teams where ju-
niors and seniors step up and make plays. We don’t 
have any seniors, that’s a problem,” Bollant said. 
“Jalisha needs to step up, Carmen and Halle need 
to step up and it’s hard to not have juniors that can 
lead and do that.”
The lack of quality minutes from the team’s up-
perclassmen has put an increased workload on 
younger player like freshmen Taylor Steele, Karle 
Pace and sophomore Danielle Berry.
“(Berry) and (Steele), they’re honestly doing too 
much at times and they’re having to do too much,” 
Bollant said. “Taylor Steele, we’re just relying on 
her too much. There (are) times she gets a little bit 
tired. But that’s where we needed a bench.”
Berry had a team-high 13 points and Steele fin-
ished with 10 points on 3-of-10 shooting. 
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812 or jpbull-
ock@eiu.edu.
Panthers fall apart late, lose 77-54
SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore Danielle Berry cuts past Southeast Missouri’s Tesia Thompson in the Panthers’ 77-
54 loss to the Redhawks Saturday in Lantz Arena. Berry led the Panthers’ with 13 points.
By Vince Lovergine
Men's Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team struggled to 
match up with the Ball State Cardinals Saturday. 
After a 7-0 loss to Indiana to open the season, 
Eastern scored its first point of the season, but fell 
short in a 6-1 loss to Ball State.
The Panthers fell to 0-2 on the year, while Ball 
State notched its first win, moving its record to 
1-1.
After dropping all three matches to lose the dou-
ble point, sophomore Freddie O’Brien got on the 
board at the No. 1 singles spot. O’Brien picked up 
a 6-3, 4-4 win over Ball State’s Nemanja Guzina.
With the win, O’Brien earned his third win 
overall this season, giving him the team lead, with 
a 3-7 overall record.
Even though O’Brien notched a point for East-
ern, O’Brien opened the day playing with Senior 
Trent Reiman at No. 1 doubles as the pair lost, 
6-4, to Guzina and Thibault De Negri.
 Trent lost his No. 3 singles match to De Ne-
gri, 6-4, 6-0.
For Ball State, all five wins in singles matches 
were in straight sets. Freshman Logan Charbon-
neau lost in straight sets at No. 4 singles, but made 
it hard for Ball State’s Conner Anderson to secure 
a win, with Anderson pulling away with a 6-4, 6-4 
victory. 
While Charbonneau almost got his team a win, 
he was satisfied with his performance.
“Some things I liked about my match was find-
ing solidarity in my backhand and being able to 
go on the offensive with it when I wanted, which I 
hadn’t quite had until I came to Eastern,” he said. 
“Another positive was finding ways to hurt (An-
derson) with my serve without the power to blow 
115 MPH serves by like a lot of players at this lev-
el have.”
In doubles competition for Ball State, freshman 
Chris Adams and junior Tom Carney, at the No. 3 
doubles spot were the first doubles tandem off the 
court as they defeated Jared Woodson and Kaisei 
Kuroki by a score of 6-1.
Marko Guzina and Conner Andersen got the 
point at the No. 2 position, defeating Gage King-
smith and Grant Reiman 6-2.
Even though the season just got underway, over 
the last two seasons, traveling on the road has not 
been all too kind for the Panthers.
Dating back to last season, and the two losses on 
the road this year, the Panthers are just 1-17 on the 
road. Something that is encouraging for Eastern is 
that it finished 4-2 at Darling Courts last season.
But playing at Darling Courts will not come 
for quite some time for Eastern, as its first home 
match is March 4 against Lindenwood.
Eastern will be away Friday for the third of 11 
straight on the road games against Indianapolis-
Purdue University-Indianapolis. 
Vince Lovergine can be reached at 581-2812 or 
vplovergine@eiu.edu.
Men's tennis team falls to Ball State 6-1
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
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By Sean Hastings 
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
When the Eastern men’s bas-
ketball team finished the first half 
shooting 56.7 percent from the 
field, it became too complacent 
on just trying to win the game 
by scoring, which was something 
coach Jay Spoonhour said could 
not happen. 
The Panthers finished the first 
half shooting 56.7 percent from 
the field, freshman Mack Smith 
made four three-pointers and East-
ern had 12 assists on its 43-point 
half, and it resulted in an 86-74 
loss to Southeast Missouri Satur-
day in Lantz Arena. 
It followed up the first half with 
a 35.7 percent shooting perfor-
mance in the second, while South-
east Missouri shot 46.4 percent. 
The Panthers scored 31 points and 
were only able to produce four as-
sists on those points. 
Spoonhour said the Panthers’ 
mindset has to be on the defensive 
end at all times. 
“We were fortunate to have the 
lead we had (at the half ),” Spoon-
hour said. “The reason we did is 
because Mack (Smith) had a great 
shooting half. The first half was 
great, he bailed us out.”
Smith’s one three-pointer in the 
second half was not enough to aid 
the ailing Panthers on the defen-
sive end. 
Southeas t  Missour i’s  Danie l 
Simmons scored 18 points in the 
second half for the Redhawks and 
Justin Carpenter added 13 points 
in the second. 
“(Simmons) went crazy. He was 
great,” Spoonhour said. “He is a 
good player anyway, but that was 
a heck of a nice game for him. His 
stuff was huge.” 
Sp o o n h o u r  a d d e d  t h a t  f o r 
a team to pick up a road win in 
the fashion the Redhawks did, it 
takes different players stepping 
up. Southeast Missouri had it and 
Eastern did not have enough of it. 
Senior Muusa Dama brought 
down 12 rebounds, eight defen-
sively, but said he and the rest of 
the Panthers still have to do more 
defensively. 
“Some of their players stepped 
up and made good shots and we 
just couldn’t step our defensive 
game up to that level,” Dama said. 
An ailing defense in the second 
half, Eastern’s shots not falling in 
the second half, it is making due 
of what it has right now. 
Still without two of its guards, 
senior Montell Goodwin has been 
playing a near absurd amount of 
minutes, averaging 39.2 over the 
last five games. 
Goodwin plays a type of game 
that naturally gets him tired, but 
Spoonhour has not had much of a 
choice to keep him in for the full 
40 minutes. 
“The Thursday-Saturday games, 
it takes a toll for a guy like Silk 
(Goodwin),” Spoonhour said. “He 
had some plays where he looked 
t i red on,  but  don’t  have much 
choice. He is doing an unbeliev-
able job. We’re throwing so much 
on him.” 
With  the  intense  work load, 
Goodwin has done all he can to 
give the Panthers enough to win. 
He finished Saturday’s game with 
five assists and just one turnover. 
“It’s unfair, but he is doing what 
he has to do,” Spoonhour said. 
“You can’t ask him to do anymore. 
He’s playing a different position, 
he’s guarding a guy faster than him 
every game, and he’s doing a good 
job of it. You’re asking him to do 
a ton.” 
Eastern is at 3-5 in OVC play 
and on the outs ide looking in 
for  an OVC Tournament spot, 
but still have 10 games left on its 
schedule. 
And as Dama said, it is not go-
ing to get any easier. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Defense a problem for men’s basketball team 
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Eastern senior Montell Goodwin dribbles around a Southeast Missouri defender in the Panthers’ 86-74 loss to the Redhawks Saturday in Lantz Arena. 
Goodwin scored 13 points in the loss.
By Adam Shay 
Swim Reporter | @DEN_Sports
In the Eastern men and wom-
en’s swim teams’ final home meet 
of the season, both teams finished 
with victories against Valparaiso for 
a sweep on the season.
Each team won their meets com-
fortably as the men’s team won 121-
84 and women’s team won 119-84. 
Despite this, the meet had a great-
er significance than just swimming 
against Valparaiso.
After three and a half years of 
swimming in the Ray Padovan pool, 
ten seniors competed in their last 
meet. For senior swimmer Dani 
DiMatteo, her last home meet was 
memorable as she broke the Pa-
dovan Pool record for the 100-IM 
(58.87) and came close on other re-
cords.
DiMatteo said her main focus 
during the meet was to take the 
100-fly pool record, but she missed 
it by .2 seconds. However, DiMat-
teo coming up short motivated her 
to push harder in her other events.
“After pushing off that race, I fo-
cused on my next event being the 
100-IM,” DiMatteo said. “I was 
planning on breaking the pool re-
cord in the 100-IM, but ended up 
breaking my team record, as well as 
the pool record.”
Later in the meet, DiMatteo’s 
success carried over from individu-
al events to the 800-free relay where 
she led the Panthers off with a top 
ten 200 freestyle time. By the end 
of the race, DiMatteo, juniors Mar-
tee Grainger and Caro Lamarque, 
and sophomore Karleen Gernady 
broke the 800-free record with a 
time of 7:57.76.
Looking back over the four years, 
DiMatteo said swimming for the 
Panthers has been an incredible 
privilege and specifically as a senior, 
it has been a privilege to watch the 
incoming freshmen grow as individ-
uals.
“It has been a long and hard four 
years swimming, but it’s a privi-
lege some will never have and a ma-
jor accomplishment I have succeed-
ed,” DiMatteo said. “Even though 
I swam some events I’ll never swim 
again, I wouldn’t want to do it with-
out my teammates by my side.”
Aside from DiMatteo, there were 
other seniors who had success in 
the pool. Emily Stroud swam back-
stroke in the 200-Medley Relay, 
helping the Panthers take first place 
honors with a time of 1:52.50.
As for the men swimmers, senior 
Steve Fishman brought home two 
first place victories in the 50-free 
(21.36) and the 100-back (53.59). 
Other seniors who took first place 
victories are Patrick Wood in the 
100-IM (57.60) and Matt Jacobs in 
the 100-breast (58.06).
Saturday was an emotional day 
for the seniors as they were honored 
before the meet. However, while 
some swimmers reflected on their 
previous years, there was still a meet 
that needed to be won.
“It honestly wasn’t as emotional 
as I was anticipating,” senior Bran-
don Robbins said. “You get lost in 
the meet, encouraging your team-
mates and focusing on having a 
good swim. There wasn’t really any-
time to think about it being my last 
home meet.”
For their next meet, the Panthers 
will travel to St. Louis, Miss. on 
Saturday to swim against the Saint 
Louis Billikens. 
Adam Shay can be reached at 581-
2812 or acshay@eiu.edu.
Seniors go out with wins against Valparaiso
SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN 
Senior Brandon Robbins swims the men’s 100-yard butterfly. Robbins took third at 55.17. Both the men and the 
women beat Valparaiso Saturday at the Ray Padovan Pool.
